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faction you express, and would rather please and gratify
you than all the world beside, I know full well that I
enjoy the unlimited confidence of the President and
Commander in Chief, and better still of my own army.
They will march to certain death if I order it, because
they know and feel that night and day I labor to the end
that not a life shall be lost in vain. I always ignore
secondary objects and strike at principals with a fore-
knowledge that the former follow the latter, nor are my
combinations extra hazardous or bold. Every move-
ment I have made in this war has been based on sound
military principle, and the result proves the assertion,
At Atlanta I was not to be decoyed from the fruits of
my summer's work, by Hood's chass^eing to the left,
but I sent my oldest lieutenant in whom I had confidence
(Thomas) to Tennessee, and give him a liberal part of
my veterans and all my recruits, which I knew would
enable him to cope with Hood defensively, as also hold
the vital parts of former conquests: there again has my
judgment been verified by events. Nor was I rash in
cutting loose from a base and relying on the country for
forage and provisions. I had wagons enough loaded
with essentials, and beef cattle enough to feed on for
more than a month, and had the Census statistics show-
ing the produce of every county through which I de-
signed to pass* No military expedition was ever based
on sounder or surer data*

"Besides, my Army has by time and attention ac-
quired too much personal experience and adhesion to
disintegrate by foraging or its incident disorganizing
tendency* I have just reviewed my four Corps and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